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Guidelines for Developing New Generation of Farmers under the Responsibility
of the Office of Agricultural Extention and Development, Division 6
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were (1) to study fundamental economic and social state of
new generation of farmers and the state of their farming doing under the responsibility of the Office of
Agricultural Extension and Development, Division 6, in Chiang Mai Province; (2) to study the state of
their agricultural learning; (3 ) to study the level of their opinions on satisfaction, knowledge, and
utilization of the knowledge transferred from training courses adhering to Young Smart Farmer
curriculum; (4) to study their opinions on the changes caused by the training courses. And (5)to study
their problems, suggestions, and guidelines for developing new generation of farmers.The population in
this study was new generation of farmers who participated in the training courses adhering to Young
Smart Farmer curriculum in the project on strengthening young farmers to be an agricultural leader of
the Department of Agricultural Extension under the responsibility of the Office of Agricultural
Extension and Development, Division 6, in Chiang Mai Province in 2014. 200 samples were selected
by using specific random sampling methodology, 25 samples per each province. The data were
collected by using questionnaires. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by computer
programs were frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, minimum value, maximum value, and
t-test. The findings of this study were as follows: More than a half of new generation of farmers were
male, aged between 31-35 years. They were educated at upper secondary level or equal to the level
(lower vocational level). The occupation of most of them was a farmer. The period of their experience
in doing farming was 5-8 years. To study their agricultural learning from various knowledge sources, it
was found that they learned from field studies most. After being trained in the curriculum, it was found
that there were changes in linking their network. They communicated each other through “LINE” most.
They felt more proud of their occupation, had more friends to share their ideology, had good attitude
towards agricultural extension officials. The guidelines for developing new generation of farmers could
be summarized as follow: (1) in the aspect of the curriculum, the process of development should have
been adapted to motivate them and the knowledge of internet usage should have been increased; (2) in
the aspect of setting stages for exchanging their knowledge and learning, they should have been pushed
to present their ideas; and (3) in the aspect of network linking through social media, there should have
been week-en/open markets for distributing their produce/products; and (4 ) in other aspects, for
example they should have been supplied with budgets, material/equipment, and other factors of
agricultural production.

Keywords: Guideline for developing new generation of farmer, Office of Agricultural Extension and
Development, Division 6, Chiang Mai Province
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